
Using literature to explore identity 

The selection below offers a starting point for exploring identity across year levels.  

 

Books for young readers 
 

 

Frenkel, D. (2024). The truck cat. 
Hardie Grant Children’s 
Publishing. 

 

Parappukkaran, S. (2024). Words 
that taste like home. Hardie 
Grant Children’s Publishing. 

    

 

Abela, D. (2024). The kindness 
project. Penguin Random House 
Australia. 

 

Yang, K. (2018). Front desk. 
Scholastic Inc.  
 

 
 
Books for older readers 
 

 

Heiss, A. (Ed.). (2018). Growing 
up Aboriginal in Australia. Black 
Inc. 

 

Heiss, A. (Ed.). (2022). Growing 
up Wiradjuri. Magabala Books. 
 

    

 

Keller, T. (2021). When you trap a 
tiger. Random House Children’s 
Books. 

 

Winch, T. J. (2021). The yield. 
Hamish Hamilton. 
 

    

 

Kostakis, W. (2023). We could be 
something. Penguin Random 
House Australia. 

  

 
 
Books for teachers 
 

 

Adam, H. (2022). Using diverse 
children’s literature. PETAA. 
 

 

Shirley, D., & Hargreaves, A. (2024). 
The age of identity. Corwin. 

    

 

Muhammad, G. (2020). Cultivating 
genius: An equity framework for 
culturally and historically 
responsive literacy. Scholastic.  

Muhammad, G. (2023). Unearthing 
joy: A guide to culturally and 
historically responsive literacy 
instruction. Scholastic. 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 


