
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

6 Responses to Difference Activity 
 

Purpose & Learning Intentions 

• Target: Suitable for Upper Primary and Secondary students (Adjustable based on prompt 
selection). 

• Intentions: To help students identify their default reactions to difference, practice active 
listening, and understand that perspectives can expand through respectful dialogue. 

 

Preparation & Setup 

1. Print the six response cards (Eliminate, Separate, Tolerate, Investigate, Celebrate, 
Integrate). 

2. Clear a space in your classroom and spread the cards chronologically across the floor to 
form a physical continuum. 

3. Wherever feasible, make this a physical movement activity. 
 

Procedure 

1. Guide the students through the 6 responses around the room.  
2. Introduce the topic for reflection 
3. Ask students to move to the response that best represents their thinking on the topic.  
4. Call on a few participants to share why they are standing in that position. Ensure that 

every student who wishes to speak has a chance during the activity and encourage and 
support active and respectful listening. 

As an added level of discussion, try asking the participants if anyone would change where they 
are standing based on what others have said about their position. This is where students can 
begin to see that no matter how adamant someone may hold their opinion, genuinely hearing 
out an alternative perspective can create shifts. 

 



Reflection & Debrief 

• What happened in the activity? What did you notice or experience? 
• Did anything surprise you from this activity? 
• Was anything challenging? 
• Were there times when you agreed with the reasons why people took a different position 

than you without changing your position? What do you think that tells us about debate 
and civic discussion of important issues? 

• What did you learn about active listening and respectful sharing during this discussion? 
• Did you change your position (or consider changing your position) in response to what 

other people said? What contributed to you changing your mind? 

 

Facilitation Notes 

• Start Low-Stakes: Begin with abstract or school-based prompts (e.g., "A school uniform 
policy" or "A social media ban") to get students comfortable with moving and sharing 
before introducing higher-stakes cultural or religious topics. 

• The Gossip Vignette (Topic Note): When exploring the topic of "Gossip," students often 
default to Eliminate. However, in a previous session, a student moved to Tolerate, 
explaining she relied on community gossip to gain a broader picture of a prospective 
husband's character. Use this example to show students how unique contexts change 
perspectives! 

 

Curated Classroom Topics 

• Gossip 
• Wearing culturally or religiously identifying clothing or symbols (could be made more 

explicit, such as wearing a hijab or burqa, or wearing a kippah, or wearing a keffiyeh) 
• Screen-time bans or social media ‘fasts’ 
• Speaking a language other than English on public transport 
• Praying out loud in public places 
• Men and women having separate spaces during community events 
• Taking breaks from work during the day to pray 
• Talking about your feelings in public 
• Asking people to take their shoes off when they come into your house 
• Pretending to agree with someone 
• Performing a “haka” or war dance to celebrate an achievement 
• Avoiding eye contact while talking to someone 
• Showing special respect to someone who is older than you 

 





Separate 
So offensive, you stay away from it



Tolerate 
Don’t agree, but ok for ‘you to do you’



Investigate 
I am curious, want to find out more



Celebrate 
Really respect this. Love it! 



Integrate 
I might try a bit of that in my own way


